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WCS 150 Rhetoric & Composition (Spring 2021) 

Quotation Sandwich Assignment  

 
General Description of Assignment: Chapter 3 of They Say I Say (AS HE HIMSELF PUTS IT: The Art of 
Quoting) offers guidance on how to integrate quotations into your writing. This assignment requires the 
creation of a “quotation sandwich.” Your goal is to choose a two-three sentence quotation that expresses 
an idea integral to a text’s thesis.  The quotation should also provide enough substance for you to engage 
in an original analysis, illustration, or concrete example of the quote’s underlying meaning.   
 
Using a sandwich as a structural model for the assignment, the “bread” or “bun” part of the quotation 
sandwich consists of an introduction that explains the context of the quote and an analysis which 
discusses the significance of the quote in relation to the larger issue. The quote is the main ingredient 
that provides substance and “flavor” – the basis for your analysis. NOTE: Depending on your syllabus, this 
assignment may focus on a discussion of an assigned article or course reading, or an article related to 
your own research and essay development.  
 
Assignment Purpose: Integrating short and long quotations into your writing is an essential academic 
skill. Knowing how to create an effective “quotation sandwich” allows you to discuss the ideas of other 
scholars, thus increasing your credibility with your audience. Quotation sandwiches also enable you to 
engage in an academic conversation, adding your unique perspective to the dialogue around an issue of 
interest and/or importance to you. 
 
Length and Formatting: The quotation sandwich should be typed, 1.5 spaced, using standard margins 
and a 12-point serif font such as Times New Roman. Please limit your quotation sandwich to one page in 
length. Thoroughly cite the article from which the quote is taken throughout the assignment and include 
a separate works cited or references page at the end of the document depending on which style (APA or 
MLA) you are using.  
 
Percentage of Course Grade:  5% 
 
General Organizational Guidelines/Tips: An effective quotation sandwich includes three key elements 
(NOTE: Dividing this assignment into paragraphs based upon the logical flow of ideas is important. 
Headings have been added here to help clarify the structure of the assignment. Do not use them in your 
paper): 

1. An Introduction: This part of the quotation sandwich explicitly states the title of the text, the 
author’s/speaker’s name, along with the date and place of publication. The intro should also 
discuss the topic or issue being written or spoken about, and the claim that is being made, 
providing enough of an explanation of these elements for the context to be clear to the reader.  

2. The Quotation: Choose a quote that highlights an important claim in the article or source you 
are focusing on. A worthwhile quote is often one that can be applied to a concrete situation. 
More importantly, the quote you choose must have enough complexity to be used for analysis.  
NOTE: If you are using a “long quote” consider indenting this section as an “offset” or block 
paragraph in order to clearly separate it from the introduction and analysis.  

• APA style defines a long quote as that which contains more than 40 words  

• MLA style defines a long quote as that which contains more than 4 lines of text  
3. An analysis of the quotation that shows its significance and relevance to the thesis or main 

argument of the source. This will likely include an explanation of, elaboration on, or analysis of 
supporting evidence or other information that the reader would require to understand why the 
writer makes the claim.   NOTE TO INSTRUCTORS: You may wish to re-word the analysis 
component to suit the needs of your assignment, esp. if it is being used as a developmental 
component for Essay 2, in which case the analysis might focus on how the quote illustrates or 
supports a specific point the student wants to make in the context of their essay. 

 
 
 
  


