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INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY STUDIES FALL 2020 

*ESSAY ONE* 

TASK: The assignment will include submission of both a rough 

draft and a final draft; for the paper final draft, the student should 

additionally provide a brief (one paragraph) statement explaining 

how they understood the feedback given on the rough draft and 

how they incorporated it into their revision process. 

Students must use one of the topics below: 

• Both James Baldwin’s “Sonny’s Blues” and Alice Munro’s 

‘Friend of My Youth’ are concerned with the narrator’s 

attempt to understand the past. Compare and contrast this 

theme in the two texts. 

• Baldwin, Munro, and Margaret Atwood’s stories all revolve 

around familial relations, whether of mothers with their 

children, or brothers and sisters with each other. Choose 

two of these texts, and write an essay comparing and 

contrasting this conflict in the two texts. 

• Rome in “Roman Fever” and the Ottawa Valley in “Friend of 

My Youth,” why do these settings matter and to whom? 

• Letters: What do they mean and how are they used in Munro 

and Baldwin? 

ASSESSMENT: Essays should include a clearly stated thesis, and 

arguments should be supported using relevant quotations from 

the assigned texts. Criteria for assessment will include depth of 

understanding of the source material as well as the clarity and 

quality of the critical assessment. 

FORMAT: 3–4-page essay (1000 words ± 20%) on one of the topics 

above. Essays should be double spaced, 12-point Times New 

Roman Font. Top and bottom margins should be 1 inch (25mm); 

right and left margins should 1.25 inches (32.5mm). Please put 

your name, class name, and due date in the upper left corner 

(single-spaced). Include a title (centered, 12-point bold Times New 

Roman font) and a works cited page (MLA format) 

 

WRITING FELLOWS: Comments and suggestions for revision will 

be made by the writing fellows.. Each of the Writing Fellows will 

be responsible for providing feedback to ten students on the 

rough drafts for papers one and two. The Fellow reads each draft 

carefully, making copious marginal comments and writing 

extensive endnotes before returning the drafts to students for 

review. The Fellow then meets with each student individually to 

discuss the feedback. They take questions and make suggestions; 

they praise what works and explain what does not work in order 

to help the student a strategic plan for revision. Fellow will return 

drafts with comments within a week and hold conferences the 

following week, leaving ample time for the students to make 

revisions before turning in the final draft (along with the first draft 

and the Fellows comments). Grades on rough drafts and final 

drafts are assigned by the Instructor, not by the Writing Fellow. 

Extensions can only be granted by the Instructor. 

 

Because Fellows are peer mentors, not graders, they serve as 

facilitators rather than judges for your essays. As they are not 

necessarily specialists in the discipline of literature, they are thus 

not in a position to evaluate the course-specific content of 
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papers. They focus their comments on writing concerns, e.g. How 

well does this draft fulfil the requirements of the assignment? 

How clear is the thesis? How logically is this essay organised? 

While Fellows will more than likely be interested in discussing 

course content, they are doing so as curious individuals, not as 

experts in the field. 

 

The fellows are also not there to serve as copyeditors. The 

Fellows’ goal is to help their peers become writers, not to “fix” 

their prose or style for them. They do not copyedit their peers’ 

papers, since having his/her sentence-level errors corrected for 

him/her does not lead to the student’s ability to avoid errors on 

his/her own. It also does not help a student cultivate student 

autonomy and independence in the critical thinking process. 

While the Fellows may point out persistent patterns of 

grammatical errors and explain how to avoid them, they are not 

proofreaders. Their primary concern is with the structure of the 

essay itself. 

 

The Fellows will return the essay to you no later than one week 

after submission. They will then arrange to hold an in-person 

conference to discuss feedback and plans for revision. The paper 

final draft should incorporate these revisions, and the student 

should additionally provide a brief (one paragraph) statement 

explaining how they understood the feedback and how they 

incorporated it into their revision process.  

 

 

DUE DATES: 

• Saturday, 12/9 (by midnight): Rough Draft (electronic 
submission to moodle) 

• 21/9 - 25/9: Conferences with Writing Fellows 

• Saturday, 26/9 (by midnight): Final Draft + Statement 
of Revision (electronic submission to moodle) 

•  

LATE WORK POLICIES: Grades on late essays will be lowered 

by 1/3 of a letter grade for each day past the assigned date, 

unless permission to turn in the paper late has been granted 

in advance by the instructor. Failure to complete either the 

rough draft or the writing fellows conference will result in a 

zero on the rough draft grade. ROUGH DRAFTS SUBMITTED 

AFTER MIDNIGHT, MONDAY 14/9, WILL NOT BE GRADED!!! 


