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Victoria Thorstensson holds a Ph.D. in Slavic Languages and 
Literatures from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is 
an Assistant Professor of Russian Literature at the Department 
of Languages, Linguistics and Literatures at Nazarbayev 
University. Before coming to NU, Dr. Thorstensson taught 
courses on Russian language, literature and culture at 
Middlebury College, the University of Pennsylvania, Yale 
University, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her 
research interests include 19th-century Russian classical 
literature, Russian and European realism, science and 
literature, Russian and Soviet intellectual and cultural history, 
theory and practice of translation, the methodology of 
teaching Russian, and contemporary Kazakhstani Russophone 
literature. At NU she teaches courses on Russian and world 

literature, translation and research methods in humanities.  
 

Nuraiym Kossybak is a senior student at NU, majoring in World 
Languages, Literature and Culture. In addition to studying 
literature at the university, she started her own creative 
journey as a writer and a poet after taking creative writing 
courses, namely, Fiction Writing class and Poetry Writing 
Seminar. She has also worked as a student contributor to 
Angime Journal and translated poetry from English to Kazakh 
for Angime. Nuraiym has a passion for languages, speaking 
English, Kazakh, Russian, Turkish and Mandarin. She believes 
that speaking different languages helps us better connect with 
people across the world. This idea is reflected in her latest 
work, the translation of a short story called "Арқаның 
әңгімесі" by Gabit Mussirepov from Kazakh into English, 
Turkish and Russian. In the future, she plans to pursue a 
Master's degree in the field of languages and literature. 

 
Jonathan Dupuy, M.F.A. Dupuy’s writing is influenced by 
music, film, television, commercials and his education and 
experiences in the workforce as a dishwasher, a Harley 
Davidson mechanic, a golf caddie, a bartender, a film critic for 
public radio, a journalist, and the four and a half years he 
served in the US Marine Corps infantry. From 2011, he has 
been teaching fiction and writing courses, first at Washington 
University in St. Louis and most recently, since 2016, in Astana, 
Kazakhstan at Nazarbayev University. His writing has been 
published in Signal to Noise, The Santa Fe Reporter and in 2018 
he was awarded a $10,000 Grant to aid in research for his 
novel-in-progress. He currently serves as the English-language 
fiction editor at Angime Journal.  
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Mariya Deykute received her training as a poet and 
composition and creative writing instructor at the University 
of Massachusetts: Boston. She graduated as a Master of Fine 
Arts in Poetry in 2018 and continued to pursue her 
pedagogical and creative goals in Boston and Gallup, New 
Mexico. Before coming to Nazarbayev University, where she 
teaches composition and creative writing, she taught English 
Literature and AP English Literature on the Navajo Nation in 
New Mexico. Her poetry, essays and short fiction have been 
published widely, most recently in Salamander magazine; Dos 
Gatos Press Southwestern Poetry Anthology; Cholla Needles 
chapbook series; Seventh Wave Journal and [PANK]. She has 
also co-written and produced four plays, including a full-length 
musical (King Matiusz) and a bilingual solo show (Vasilisa!). 

Mariya is the founder of the Open Literary School at NU, in partnership with the Open Literary School in 
Almaty. She also serves as a chief editor of the trilingual literary journal Angime.  
 
 


