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Assignments for WCS 390: Writing Fellows I:  

Composition and Collaboration in Theory and Practice 

 

 
Reflective Writing 
 
Literacy Autobiography 
Your literacy autobiography is an analytical description of your personal history as a writer. What was 
the literacy and writing experience of the household(s) where you grew up, e.g. did your (grand) parents 
read to you; did you see your parents read a lot? Did any friends or classmates teach you or show you 
something interesting? How was writing taught differently through your schooling? What did you think 
at the time? How do you think about it now? Describe if there was a turning point in your university 
career when you realized you had to adapt to a more liberal education, as Cronon (1998) would 
describe. Did your family and education uphold any of the principles that Cronon (1998) states a liberally 
educated person should have? Explain any pieces of writing, writing assignments or instructors who 
have served to teach you important lessons about writing. How do you see writing differently when 
writing in different languages and for different purposes? Explain when and how those ideas developed. 
As this is an autobiography and a reflection, consider the tone and register that you need.  Length: 3-4 
pages. 
 
Reflective Journal 
Throughout the semester, you should reflect on your learning in a weekly journal entry or blog. The 
modality for this text up to you. In each entry, write about an “a-ha moment,” a discovery in writing and 
expression, or another insight into learning. Consider including learning experiences from outside this 
class. This type of writing is meant to establish and internalize the practice of writing to learn. See Boud 
(2001) for a discussion of models and purposes of reflection. Unlike the other reflective writing 
assignments in this course, you are the intended audience for your reflective journal.  
 
Consultation Reflections 
Consultation reflections are first-person perspectives of a tutoring experience, analyzed using Gibbs’ 
Reflective Cycle cycle to support the development of your tutoring strategies through first-hand 
experiences as a tutor and a tutee. After each consultation, you will write an analytical reflection-on-
action piece on your experience. What did you expect would happen, and what actually happened? 
Which theories were most applicable to your preparation on commenting and to the consultation 
session? How did they help and what did they miss? What will you be aware of during future 
consultations? Length: 3-4 pages.  

 
Writing Fellow Philosophy 
Refer to your reflective journal, forum posts, and theories in writing pedagogy as you consider your 
statement of Writing Fellow Philosophy. What theories underlie your belief system, and how will this 
belief system influence your tutoring strategy? How does your teaching philosophy enhance what you 
believe about learning and knowledge construction? What role do you want to play in this peer dyad – 
what is your tutor identity? When will you negotiate or stand your ground when it comes to the tutoring 
agenda? How will you draw out your students so that they participate and have agency over their 
learning? Consider the Writing Fellow Philospohy you write for this course as a draft that will take with 
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you as you begin your experience as a peer tutor in WCS 391. At the end of WCS 
391, you will have an opportunity to revise your Writing Fellow Philosophy based on your experience. 
Length: 2-3 pages. 
 

 

Analytical Writing 
 
Annotations 
We will use the Perusall platform to collaboratively read and annotate key readings this semester. 
Annotations will allow us to share the experience of close reading and raise questions that may be 
carried over into forum discussions and/or synchronous Zoom classes. These activities will support the 
development of critical reading skills, as well as familiarize you with the practice of writing margin notes, 
an essential component to written feedback.  
 
Forum Discussions 
Forum prompts will ask you to summarize, evaluate, and reflect on what you are learning throughout 
the course. Unlike your reflective journal, forum discussions are a space for collaborative learning. Each 
forum will have a specific set of questions for you to think about. You must write analytically and 
introspectively (covered in Weeks 1 and 2) to fully evaluate and get the most out of your experience. 
You are also required to respond to at least one other peer posting for every forum topic.  
 
Observation Reports 
Throughout this course you will observe writing consultations by yourself or as a pair. If you observe in a 
pair, you must still write your own report, as you may have a different perspective than your peer. While 
observing a session, take copious notes. Following a template and the questions put forth by Devet 
(1990), craft a 2-3 page report that documents what happened as well as the tutor’s rationale. You 
should also include a FIAC analysis and any notes that you take. Frame your report around any of the 
ideas we have discussed in class. Did the tutor follow the theories closely? Why or why not? How might 
tutee behavior have influenced their decisions to follow/not follow theory? How did tutee behavior 
influence the dynamics of the interaction? Observation reports are descriptive and analytical, and 
provide you a chance to demonstrate how you connect theory and practice. Length: FIAC template, 
notes, plus a 2-3 page analysis.  
 
 
Group Presentation: Writing Across the Curriculum/Writing in the Disciplines  
 
In this group presentation, you will learn and teach your classmates about the different expectations 
that disciplines across the university have for writing. Find a guide for how to write in the discipline that 
you’ve been assigned. Focus on 3-4 genres in the discipline and analyze how the guidelines manifest in 
the genres. Summarize your findings and evaluate what you would need to do as a tutor to help 
students write successfully in your assigned discipline. Some things to look at include the audience and 
purpose of specific genres, the rhetorical moves for setting up information/the context. Look for 
patterns and try to explain the pattern. Feel free to reach out to professors, professionals, and students 
majoring in the discipline. Ultimately, you want to ask and answer the questions, how does X discipline 
view writing, what does it prioritize, and why? Extend your analysis and evaluations to actions plans: 
how might you as a peer-tutor support students writing in X discipline? You will present your findings in 
a 15-minute group presentation, followed by a class discussion. 
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Research Writing 
 
Proposal of a Research Interest 
Having acquainted yourself with some of the theories, practices, and questions surrounding the rewards 
and challenges of supporting writing in our context, what are some of the general topics you want to 
explore further? For this assignment you will skim the topics being published in the major journals in our 
field to get a sense of the topics being researched and how those topics might connect to your interests. 
The proposal itself is an argument for investigation of your area of interest, the topics that will help you 
explore your interest, and evidence that your search is possible; Your proposal must include at least 5 
good sources for literature in the field. Length: 1-2 pages. 
 
Annotated Bibliography 
Use Mendeley to help collect sources around your research topic. Read through the articles and decide 
which to include in your annotated bibliography. Document and assess these sources for CRAAP – 
credibility, reliability, authority, accuracy, purpose, and how each source is relevant to your research 
topic. This annotated bibliography will support your literature review. Each entry should be developed in 
200-300 words. Minimum 10 sources. 
 
Source Matrix 
A source matrix is an organizational tool that alllows you to connect the annotated bibliography and the 
literature review by supporting the shift between analysis of sources and synthesis of ideas. We will 
practice working with this genre in class before you use it to scaffold the organization of your literature 
review. 
 
Literature Review 
The goal of a literature review is to explore the history and context of your research topic – what has 
been researched or done before that has led to its developments? Your literature review should result in 
a situated inquiry of what is missing from current research and/or practice. You can think of a problem 
you have observed and demonstrate that what you have observed is not just a coincidence, but rather 
an issue that has merit for exploration. As you explore the literature, you will find that researchers may 
not have written about the exact issues you are experiencing – this is a good sign that there is a gap in 
the literature. You need to demonstrate that you have investigated your observations in-depth by 
reading about the problem from different approaches (how different articles have explored the issue) 
and that while the research was informative, it leads you to the problem(s) that you have before you. In 
other words, you did some reading, but you have more questions. The goal of this assignment is to start 
with an interest, read around that interest, and narrow your focus to 2-3 questions that you might frame 
as research questions in WCS 391. This assignment requires submission of multiple drafts. Length of the 
final draft: 8-10 pages. 
 

 


