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WCS 150 Rhetoric & Composition (Spring 2021) 

Annotated Bibliography Assignment  

General Description of Assignment: For this assignment, your goal is to locate and identify six (6) 
sources related to your research topic and write short descriptions of these sources, explaining how 
you will utilize them for your essay. Each entry will contain a bibliographical citation of the source 
(author, title, etc.), as well as the annotation or “notes” explaining the relevance of the source to 
your own research – hence the phrase “annotated bibliography” or a list of annotations of sources. 
For each source, you should aim to write three or four short paragraphs, including only the most 
essential information in each paragraph. 
 
Assignment Purpose: An annotated bibliography is a useful tool for conducting research. It allows 
you to engage with several sources and, in the process, further refine your thesis and explain how 
any supporting ideas or evidence will be used in your essay. This assignment also brings together all 
of your sources in a reference document, facilitating the planning, outlining, and composing 
processes of the first and later drafts of your essay.  
 
Percentage of Overall Course Grade:  10% 
 
Length and Formatting: Each annotation should be thoughtful and thorough, yet concise. Aim for 
around 150-200 words each. When following these guidelines, the length of the whole assignment 
will most likely be between 5-6 pages, double spaced, using standard 12-point serif font such as 
Times New Roman. Remember to adhere to the following guidelines: 

• The annotated bibliography must contain 6 sources  
o Assignments containing less than 6 sources will not be accepted. 
o Your sources can be of various types, i.e. books, news articles, journal articles, websites, 

and videos; however, all sources should be credible. 
o In order to get an “A” on this assignment, at least three of the articles need to come 

from peer-reviewed, academic sources. 

• The annotated bibliography must be properly formatted with correct grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling; and with sources listed in alphabetical order. 

 
NOTE TO INSTRUCTORS: As part of the assignment requirements, you may wish to require a 
“statement of scope” for the research associated with the assignment, i.e., a one- or two-sentence 
summary of the research question or claim guiding the research. This will provide a context for the 
annotated bibliography.  
 

General Organizational Guidelines &Tips: Each entry should contain the following elements: 
(NOTE: Headings have been added here to help clarify the organization and structure of the 
assignment. Do not use them in your paper.) 

1. Citations: Each entry should begin with a bibliographical citation (essentially the same as a 
reference list entry on a references page). The citation must be formatted to either APA or 
MLA stylistic specifications. 

2. Summary: Briefly summarize the thesis or main idea of the source in 3-5 sentences. The 
summary should be objective, focused, and should clearly represent the author’s thesis or 
the main point of the source. NOTE: Summaries should be in your own words; do not copy 
and paste the abstract or direct quotes from the article – that is a form of plagiarism and is 
easily detected by Turnitin. 

3. Evaluation: Explain why this source is credible and worth using. NOTE: If the source is not 
“credible” per standards outlined in the course, explain why it important to your research. 

4. Reflection: Explain how the source is relevant to your specific research topic and how you 
plan to incorporate it into your work (e.g. as a source of background information; to support 
or illustrate a specific point in your argument; to provide a counterargument to your thesis) 
NOTE: Offer details to indicate how the source fits into your current argumentative strategy. 


