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GENERAL RESOURCE: https://wac.colostate.edu/ (open-access)

Books (incl. textbooks), journals, news, and other resources about writing across disciplines.

About the Clearinghouse

The WAC Clearinghouse is an open-access, educational
website supported by more than 150 contributors,
institutional sponsors, and the Colorado State University
Open Press as well as more than 180 volunteer editors,
editorial staff members, reviewers, and editorial board
members. Copyright on the materials on this site is held
by the authors and editors who have contributed content

to it (© 1997-2021). This site is published using the
Mura CMS and the Lucee open-source CFML platform.

Our Sponsors

» Colorado State University Department of English
« Colorado State University Open Press
« University of South Florida Department of English
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Books

The Clearinghouse offers
more than 130 open-
access, scholarly books,
including original
monographs and edited
collections. View our
books.
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Resources
Our peer-reviewed
resources support the use

of writing in courses
across the disciplines.
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Journals

The Clearinghouse
publishes, hosts, or
provides access to the
archives for several
refereed, open-access

journals. View our journals.
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Community

Learn about the many
organizations and groups,
that comprise the WAC
community.
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CompPile

The leading database in
the field of writing studies,
ComppPile allows ready
reference to writing
studies scholarship from
1939 to the present. View
CompPile.
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News

Catch up on the latest

news in the WAC and

writing studies
communities.

NUTS AND BOLTS: https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/ (Academic Phrasebank, Manchester U)

This online resource draws on John Swales’ genre analysis approach (see also Bibliography below). Useful

academic phrases and templates.

The University of Manchester

Introducing Work Referring to Sources Describing Methods Reporting Results Discussing Findings Writing Conclusions

Academic Phrasebank

HOME »

About Academic Phrasebank

GENERAL LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS

Being Cautious Theoretical Influences

The Academic Phrasebank largely draws on an approach to analysing academic texts originally

Being Critical
Classifying and Listing
Compare and Contrast
Defining Terms
Describing Trends
Describing Quantities
Explaining Causality
Giving Examples
Signalling Transition
Writing about the Past
An enhanced and expanded

version of PHRASEBANK is
available in PDF or Kindle format:

pioneered by John Swalesin the 1980s. Utilising a genre analysis approach to identify rhetorical
patterns in the introductions to research articles, Swales defined a ‘move’ as a section of text that
serves a specific communicative function (Swales, 1981,1990). This unit of rhetorical analysis is
used as one of the main organising sub-categories of the Academic Phrasebank. Swales not only
identified commonly-used moves in article introductions, but he was interested in showing the
kind of language which was used to achieve the communicative purpose of each move. Much of
this language was phraseological in nature.

The resource also draws upon psycholinguistic insights into how language is learnt and

produced. It is now accepted that much of the language we use is phraseological in nature; that it
is acquired, stored and retrieved as pre-formulated constructions (Bolinger, 1976; Pawley and
Syder, 1983). These insights began to be supported empirically as computer technology permitted
the identification of recurrent phraseological patterns in very large corpora of spoken and written
English using specialised software (e.g. Sinclair, 1991). Phrasebank recognises that there is an
important phraseological dimension to academic language and attempts to make examples of this
explicit.

Sources of the phrases

The phrases in this resource have been taken from authentic academic sources. The original
corpus from which the phrases were ‘harvested’ consisted of 100 postgraduate dissertations
completed at the University of Manchester. However, phrases from academic articles drawn from a
broad spectrum of disciplines have also been, and continue to be, incorporated.
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