
Nazarbayev University Writing Talks, 2021 

Panelist Biographies 
 

Shane Ellis Coates is the lead teacher for the first-year 
Rhetoric & Composition course at Nazarbayev University, 
and moderator for the Writing Center Program Webpage.  
Shane has taught internationally since 1996. Since 2003, 
his teaching has focused primarily on academic and 
professional writing. He spent his first year as a teacher 
in South Korea before moving to Turkey in 1998. He 
served as the coordinator for the Academic Support 
Center at Istanbul Bilgi University before returning to 
South Korea in 2008. In 2009, he became the coordinator 
for the newly established International Writing Center at 
Kyungpook National University. He moved to Kazakhstan 
in 2018. Shane holds undergraduate degrees in Literature 
& History, as well as a master’s degree Higher Education. 
 

 
Kirk Peterson is a Writing and Communications Instructor 
at Nazarbayev University in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. He 
currently teaches first-year Rhetoric and Composition. 
Kirk earned his M.A. in Folklore and Public Culture from 
the University of Oregon in the Northwestern US where 
he also taught first-year college composition courses and 
Introduction to Folklore Studies. Kirk’s research interests 
include media studies, expressive culture, vernacular 
communication, and the ways in which the intersections 
of these topics can encourage critical engagement in the 
postsecondary writing classroom. He is also the 
Managing Editor of Dialogue: The Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Popular Culture and Pedagogy. 
 
 
 
 
Diana Karabekova is a first-year student at Nazarbayev 
University. She is from Shymkent, Kazakhstan and 
attended Nazarbayev Intellectual School before enrolling 
at NU. Diana is currently an undeclared student in the 
School of Sciences and Humanities and intends to major 
in Languages, Linguistics and Literatures. She also 
manages public relations and social media accounts for 
NU’s student-produced live talk show, The Tuesday 
Show. 
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Marilyn Plumlee (Panel Organizer) earned a Ph.D. in 
Linguistics from the University of Hawai`i. She has taught 
language and linguistics courses at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels at universities in the 
U.S., South Korea and Egypt. She is currently an 
Instructor in the Writing Center at Nazarbayev University 
in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan and teaches the first year 
Rhetoric & Composition course in addition to other core 
and elective courses in the program. Dr. Plumlee served 
terms as the national president of the professional 
associations of English language teachers in both Korea 
(KOTESOL) and Egypt (NILE TESOL). She has had 
leadership roles in internationalization projects in both 
academic institutions and private sector international 
educational exchange organizations. Her current 
research interests are in multilingualism, sociolinguistics 

of deaf communities, writing pedagogy, and intercultural communication. 


