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Karie Pieczynski is the Director of the Writing Center Program at 
Nazarbayev University. She is an international educator with interests 
and experience in program and curriculum development, teacher 
training, peer mentoring, writing studies, writing pedagogy, second 
language writing, and academic literacies. She has experience teaching 
human geography,  writing, and English for Academic Purposes in 
global contexts — her teaching has brought her to Iraq, Turkey, 
Ecuador, and now Kazakhstan. Karie earned her master’s degree in 
Russian, Eastern European, and Central Asian studies from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with an area focus in Central Asian 
Studies and a disciplinary focus in Human Geography. She is also a 
licensed TESOL Trainer for World Learning/School for International 
Training.  
 

 
Gabriel McGuire is an Assistant Professor in the department of 
Languages, Linguistics, and Literature at Nazarbayev University. Classes 
he teaches included Introduction to Literary Studies, World Literature I 
and II, and Survey of Folktales. His research interests include the oral 
and written literatures of Central Asia and the comparative study of 
folk-tale traditions. He holds a Ph.D. from the Department of Folklore 
and Ethnomusicology at Indiana University. He has worked with writing 
fellows in Introduction to Literary Studies on multiple occasions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aigerim Zholdas is a third-year student at NU majoring in Political 
Science and International Relations. She was a senior writing fellow and 
completed the three-semester courses in the fellowship program. As an 
embedded writing fellow, she has worked with Professors and students 
in an introductory literature course and an advanced political science 
course. Recently, she finished her research paper on the topic of 
“Directive Approach in Consultations with Writing Fellows” and hopes 
to publish her work in an academic student journal. Besides academic 
studies, Aigerim was the president of NU Model United Nations student 
club in Spring 2020 and she is currently a member of the Political 
Science Association at NU. In Spring 2021, she is taking an internship in 
the Writing Center as the Undergraduate Coordinator of Training and 
Development. 
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Ti Wu is an Instructor of the Writing Center Program in the School of 
Sciences and Humanities at Nazarbayev University. She is also the 
course lead of the Writing Fellows Program, where she teaches two of 
the three-semester Writing Fellows sequence, Writing Fellows II and 
Writing Fellows III. She also teaches the first-year Rhetoric & 
Composition course. Before coming to NU, Ti earned her master’s 
degree in education at University of California, Santa Barbara, where 
she explored and developed her interests in cultural perspectives and 
comparative education, composition theories and pedagogy, and 
research methodology.    

 
 
 


